Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

great discoveries and thought to be the limit
of human knowledge.

LAKE   SUPERIOR   ORES

The development of the Lake Superior ore

deposits has exercised on the iron and steel in-
dustries of the world an influence more far-
reaching than any other incident in their his-
tory. Previous to that time furnaces and iron
works had been located in many places where
ore and fuel could be found. But the time had
come when such resources were inadequate to
meet the growing needs of the country. Per-
haps it would be more accurate to say that the
time had come when the further progress of
civilization demanded iron ore in quantities and
at a cost hitherto undreamed of. There is no
question that, from the time of the discovery
of the Mesaba Range, civilization and progress
received a tremendous impulse from the cheaper
iron and steel it made possible. From this time
it became evident that the production of these
commodities had to be on an enormous scale,
and that the day of the small furnace was at
an end. It became evident also, that hence-
forth the industries must be confined to those
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